
An oval is used to indicate the 
beginning or end of an algorithm.   

A parallelogram indicates the
input or output of information.

A rectangle indicates the assignment of values
to variables; the assigned value may be the
result of some computation. Such computation
is also shown in the rectangle.

A diamond indicates a point in an algorithm
where a selection is made.

An extended diamond is used to indicate a multiway
selection in an algorithm.

Comments may be enclosed in open-ended rectangles
connected to the flow lines by dotted lines.

A hexagon indicates the beginning of a repetition structure.

A double-lined rectangle indicates a reference to a
subalgorithm, that is, to an algorithm whose details
are specified elsewhere, as in referencing a subroutine
or a function.

An arrow, called a flow line, indicates the order
in which the steps of the algorithm are to be
carried out. Circles with arrows may be used when
the use of a continuous flow line is inconvenient.
The last form is commonly used where flow lines join.


